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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

1. Claims 17-18 are objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 17, "that 
the printing device" is repeated. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 



3. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8, 9, 12-20, 26-34, 36, 37, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Croft et al. (US Patent No. 6078,826). 
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Claim 1: 

Croft et al. discloses a controller configured to determine whether the position of a device 
10 is within a first physical environment, and upon such determination, to adjust the mode of 
operation useful in interacting with a source device associated with the first physical 
environment; and communication interface configured to establish a communication link 
between the device and the source device, namely, a land telephone, and to interact with the 
source device via the communication link utilizing the adjusted mode of operation. See abstract. 

The device in Croft is not a printing device. However, it would have been obvious to a 
skilled artisan that that this concept can be incorporated into any device as desired to the mode of 
operation of the device is preferably made depending on the distance and/or location of the 
device. The use of this system an a printing device only presents the intended use of the system 
and would not be considered as an inventive step. 

Claim 2: 

The communication interface in Croft et al. is a wireless communication interface. 
Claim 4: 

The wireless communication interface in Croft is a RF device. 
Claim 5: 

The communication interface in Croft is configured to initiate establishing the 
communication link prior to the controller adjusting the mode of operation; and wherein the 
controller is configured to determine whether a position of the device is within the first 
environment at least in part by detecting establishment of the communication link with a source 
device within the first physical environment. 
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Claim 6: 

Croft includes a position sensor 45 to detect position of the device 10. 
Claim 8: 

The source device in Croft is implicitly a computing device since the landline telephone 
is control by a computing network. 
Claim 9: 

The computing device is selected from the group consisting laptop computing device, 
handheld device, print server, and desktop computing device. 
Claim 12: 

The controller in Croft is configured to adjust the mode of operation of the device 10 at 
least in part by configuring the device to receive signals from the source device. 
Claim 13: 

The communication interface is configured to communicate with the source device 
through a computer network, and wherein the controller is configured to adjust the mode of 
operation of the device at least in part by configuring the device to interact with the network. 

Claim 14: 

The controller in Croft is configured to adjust the mode of operation of the device at least 
in part by configuring the device to send data to a destination device. 
Claim 15: 

The source device, landline telephone line, is a the destination device. 
Claim 17: 
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The mobile phone in Croft detects whether the device is within a threshold proximity of a 
source device, and in response, connects to the source device via a communication link and 
configures the mobile phone to interact with other devices. 

Claim 18: 

The device 10 in Croft includes a RF interface and a GPS sensor configured to detect 
threshold proximity to the source device. 
Claim 19: 

Croft discloses a source device, namely, a landline phone base station having an 
associated first physical environment and a device configure configured to determine whether the 
position of a device 10 is within a first physical environment, and upon such determination, to 
adjust the mode of operation useful in interacting with a source device associated with the first 
physical environment; and communication interface configured to establish a communication 
link between the device and the source device, and to interact with the source device via the 
communication link utilizing the adjusted mode of operation. See abstract. 

The device in Croft is not a printing device. However, it would have been obvious to a 
skilled artisan that that this concept can be incorporated into any device as desired to the mode of 
operation of the device is preferably made depending on the distance and/or location of the 
device. The use of this system an a printing device only presents the intended use of the system 
and would not be considered as an inventive step. 

Claim 20: 
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The device in Croft is adjusted to the mode of operation at least in part by downloading 
program components useful in communication with the source device, that is, program for 
instructing forwarding calls to the source device. 

Claim 26: 

Croft discloses a computer network, namely, a mobile phone base station having an 
associated first physical environment and a device configure configured to determine whether the 
position of a device 10 is within a first physical environment, and upon such determination, to 
adjust the mode of operation useful in interacting with a source device associated with the first 
physical environment; and communication interface configured to establish a communication 
link between the device and the base station, and to interact with the base station via the 
communication link utilizing the adjusted mode of operation. See abstract. 

The device in Croft is not a printing device. However, it would have been obvious to a 
skilled artisan that that this concept can be incorporated into any device as desired to the mode of 
operation of the device is preferably made depending on the distance and/or location of the 
device. The use of this system an a printing device only presents the intended use of the system 
and would not be considered as an inventive step. 

Claims 27 and 37: 

The rejection of claim 27 and 37 recites what was discussed in claim 1, except it is 
method claims. 

Claim 28: 

The rejection of claim 28 recites what was discussed in claim 12, except it is method 

claims. 
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Claim 29: 

The rejection of claim 29 recites what was discussed in claim 13, except it is method 

claims. 

Claim 30: 

The rejection of claim 30 recites what was discussed in claim 14, except it is method 

claims. 

Claim 31: 

The rejection of claim 3 1 recites what was discussed in claim 12, except it is method 

claims. 

Claim 32: 

The rejection of claim 32 recites what was discussed in claim 14, except it is method 

claims. 

Claim 33 and 34: 

Croft's system detects the printing device to be within the first environment includes 
detecting a signal from a position beacon or a RF signal. 
Claim 36: 

Device 10 in Croft detects whether the device is within the first physical environment 
including detecting a satellite GPS. 
Claim 39: 

Croft et al. discloses a controller, that is, the base station with processor-executable 
instruction stored therein when executed by a processor, cause the processor to determine 
whether the position of a device 10 is within a first physical environment, and upon such 
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determination, to adjust the mode of operation useful in interacting with a source device 
associated with the first physical environment; and to establish a communication link between 
the device and the source device, namely, a land telephone, and to interact with the source device 
via the communication link utilizing the adjusted mode of operation. See abstract. 

The device in Croft is not a printing device. However, it would have been obvious to a 
skilled artisan that that this concept can be incorporated into any device as desired to the mode of 
operation of the device is preferably made depending on the distance and/or location of the 
device. The use of this system an a printing device only presents the intended use of the system 
and would not be considered as an inventive step. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 3, 7, 10, 1 1, 21-25, and 35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Claim 38 is allowed. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie Lieu whose telephone number is 703-308-6738. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MaxiFlex. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A Hofsass can be reached on 703-305-4717. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Julie Lieu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 



Jul 23, 04 



